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Dear Bulletin Reader: 


The Council on Interracial Books for Children works to pres- 
ent facts and counter myths and stereotypes about race, sex 
roles, disability and age in children’s materials. As a Bulletin 
reader, you are aware of our efforts to encourage pluralism and 
eliminate bias in children’s literature and textbooks. Last sum- 
mer you read a prize-winning Bulletin critique of a Junior Schol- 
astic piece on the Ku Klux Klan. (Our article led to the develop- 
ment—with the National Education Association—of a first-of- 
its-kind curriculum on the Klan.) A recent Bulletin on the new 
romance series for young readers alerted parents and educa- 
tors to the sexist and racist novels being heavily promoted in 
schools. You also saw a special Bulletin study, “Children, Race 
and Race Awareness,” which offered important information on 
the development of racial attitudes—and suggestions for en- 
couraging positive attitudes for al/ children. 

As the Right attacks the hard-won gains of the past decade, 
it is increasingly important for the Council to expand its work. In 
the months ahead the Bulletin will offer an evaluation of mate- 
rials about South Africa that the South African government 
is currently distributing free to U.S. schools. Work has already 
begun on an analysis of how U.S. history textbooks depict the 
Ku Klux Klan—and there are alarming implications for those 
concerned about Klan recruitment of white youth. An analysis 
of library selection procedures that looks at how—and if— 
guidelines on racism and sexism affect selection policies is 
slated for the spring. We are also at work on a special Bulletin 
that analyzes the impact of multinational corporations on chil- 
dren’s books. 

Subscription fees cover only a small proportion of our costs. 
Additional support is much needed for us to continue our work. 

Your contribution will help the Council to carry out its impor- 
tant projects designed to promote non-biased, pluralistic litera- 
ture and educational materials. Gifts of $100 will cover the ex- 
penses of the next Bulletin Bookshelf department; $35 will de- 
fray the monthly cost of up-dating the Bulletin’s subscriber list; 
$75 will cover the mailing expenses of our survey to librarians; 
$500 will cover the typesetting costs for the next Bulletin. 
riease give as generously as you can. Send your tax-deducti- 
ble contribution to the CIBC, 1841 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
10023. 

As the government funds that have in part helped support 
the Council in the past dry up, it is important for us to know that 
we can count on your support for the work that must be done. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 


Sincerely, 


Putt 


Ruth Charnes 
Bulletin Managing Editor 


Bed... 


Bradford Chambers 
Bulletin Editor 
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